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earned patent tenii adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 4, 5, 8 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Inoue et al. (US006295503B1). 

Per claim 4, Inoue teaches a route searching apparatus including a map data 
acquiring unit (24, figure 1), a route searching unit for searching for a route to a 
destination in consideration of road links corresponding to specific roads, on which 
determination of whether or not a vehicle is allowed to travel can be performed 
according to a condition of the vehicle (column 2, lines 38-42), before the condition of 
the vehicle is set (see figure 3; route calculation with "not-decided" nodes), and an 
output unit for outputting the route (28, figure 1); counting road links corresponding to 
specific roads as targets to be searched (column 8, lines 24-38); urging setting of the 
condition (column 10, lines 54-57); that if the condition meets the requirements for 
permission to drive on the specific road, the route is sent to the display and if it does 
not, the route is calculated excluding those roads (column 9, lines 51-67); 

Per claim 5, Inoue teaches a route searching apparatus including a map data 
acquiring unit (24, figure 1), a route searching unit for searching for a route to a 
destination in consideration of road links corresponding to specific roads, on which 
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determination of wtiether or not a vehicle is allowed to travel can be performed 
according to a condition of the vehicle (column 2, lines 38-42), before the condition of 
the vehicle is set (see figure 3; route calculation with "not-decided" nodes), and an 
output unit for outputting the route (28, figure 1); counting road links corresponding to 
specific roads as targets to be searched (column 8, lines 24-38); urging setting of the 
condition (column 10, lines 54-57). 

Per claim 8, Inoue teaches a route searching apparatus including a map data 
acquiring unit (24, figure 1), a route searching unit for searching for a route to a 
destination in consideration of road links corresponding to specific roads, on which 
detemriination of whether or not a vehicle is allowed to travel can be performed 
according to a condition of the vehicle (column 2, lines 38-42), before the condition of 
the vehicle is set (see figure 3; route calculation with "not-decided" nodes), and an 
output unit for outputting the route (28, figure 1); calculating the route excluding the 
specific roads (column 9, lines 51-67).); urging setting of the condition (column 10, lines 
54-57); that if the condition meets the requirements for pennisslon to drive on the 
specific road, the route is sent to the display and if it does not, the route is calculated 
excluding those roads (column 9, lines 51-67). 

Per claim 9, Per claim 5, Inoue teaches a route searching apparatus including a 
map data acquiring unit (24, figure 1), a route searching unit for searching for a route to 
a destination in consideration of road links corresponding to specific roads, on which 
determination of whether or not a vehicle is allowed to travel can be performed 
according to a condition of the vehicle (column 2, lines 38-42), before the condition of 
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the vehicle is set (see figure 3; route calculation with "not-decided" nodes), and an 
output unit for outputting the route (28, figure 1); calculating the route excluding the 
specific roads (column 9, lines 51-67); urging setting of the condition based on the 
position (column 10, lines 58-65). 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments filed 3/29/06 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Specifically, the examiner does not agree with the applicant's arguments 
that Inoue fails to teach that the condition of the vehicle is set after the route is 
searched. Inoue discloses that when the vehicle stops, the ECU judges whether the 
relevant data has changed or not and if so it re-calculates the destination route. 
(Column 9, lines 29-43) This is having a condition set after the route has been 
searched. Also examiner does not agree with the applicant's arguments that Inoue dos 
not teach the route searching unit searches for the route to the destination while 
counting road links corresponding to specific roads included in the map data acquired 
by the map data acquiring unit as targets to be searched for, when the searched for 
route includes a specific road, the route searching unit outputs a message to urge 
setting of the condition of the vehicle. As discussed above, Inoue teaches counting 
road links corresponding to specific roads as targets to be searched (Column 8, lines 
24-38), Inoue teaches calculating the route excluding the specific roads (Column 9, 
lines 51-67) and also, Inoue discusses urging the setting of a condition at a certain 
position (Column 10, lines 54-57). This position could be the current position of the 
vehicle or when a specific road is included or excluded. 
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Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marie A. Weiskopf whose telephone number is (571) 
272-6288. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday between 7:00 
AM and 5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas Black can be reached on (571) 272-6956. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

; i 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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